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Robert J. Wilson

Like many words, “hope” can have various connotations. Executive Director
Gay Trame
On a simplistic level, I can hope it won't rain on my vacation, or I can hope the Finance Director
Eengals win their next game. But on a deeper level, hope refers to a state of Amy Pelicanoc
mind..an underlying sense that life going forward will offer the possibility of Development & Marketing Director
safety, well-being, and suceess. It is driven by a belief in one's self-worth and by John R
a confidence that there are people who genuinely care about us. Programs Director
] E g : Emilly Burch
Many of the children in our care come to us with very complex emotional and R:;igann_aﬁ ettt Dirnctor
behavioral difficulties and require a multitude of therapeutic interventions.
However, if | had to describe in the most basic terms what our main goal is for ?E pl'éﬁ':'* .
these youngsters, I would suggest it is quite simply to instill in them that deeper
of which of them hawve lost have i d. Ron Bertsch
sense of hope many or perhaps NEVEr eVell eXpeTience T e mis T L ek Ty
"Hope" is the central theme of this newsletter. We are 5r. Jean Marle Hoffman, 5.N.D.
blessed with a host of compassionate individuals who Diector.Emams

collaborate to offer hope to those whom we serve, From
our dedicated staff to our wonderful supporters like you,
we collaborate to make hope happen. This can sometimes

be a very challenging task. It can get frustrating and tiring, Accredited by
P = C Councll on Accreditation of Services Tor Families
Bmuma“wnrthltw_hmweampmlﬂegedtns_eeevﬁna ot Chaiiren
spark of hopefulness in the eves of one of our kids, Itisa
glimmer that seems to say, “Hew, maybe [ am loveable... g ':"'D‘:"”“'“ IET"':"!'" e g
maybe there is a place for me in this world...maybe there - Eight consecutiva accraditations sinca 1350
= hupe after all!” - dccreditaton walkd until 3032

As always, | am grateful to sach of vou for helping bring
such moments of realization to life, Thank you so much for being bringers of
hope to our precious children and their families.
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Sincerely,
Botr Wik,

Bob Wilson
Executive Director
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Hope is an optimistic state of mind that is based on an expectation of positive outcomes
with respect to events and circumstances in one's life or the world at large. As a verb, its
definitions include: "expect with confidence” and "to cherish a desire with anticipation.”




The DCCH Foster Care Team works tirelessly to place children in loving foster homes, many with the goal of returning to their biological
parents. This summer, the Team was thrilled to support three foster families as they worked to return children to their *bic”™ homes. In May,
a pair of twins returned home after over a year of care, During that time, the biological family conmected with the foster parents, Rachel and
Tobias Nathe, and invited them to become an ongoing part of the children's life.

Tobias says, "When we took in seven-month-old twin boys in March of 2020 it was with the understanding that they were on the ‘return
to parent’ track. So, from the beginning we surrendered the notion that we would eventually adopt the kids and instead focused on how to
make the best of the situation we were in. This meant caring for the boys with abundant love, of course, but also praying daily for their birth
parents and encouraging them when they came back in the picture some three months later; Our relationship with the birth parents was
always cordial; they were very thankful from the start for all that we were doing, As they progressed in their individual plans to turn their
lives around, we became their advocates — not just for their sake, but for the sake of the boys who deserved a stable home as soon as possible,
Enowing our intentions, the birth parents came to trust us and & solid friendship blossomexd.

MNow that the twins have indeed returned to their parents, we are in frequent contact with Mom and Dad, Our relationship has allowed us to
remain in the boys' lives as babysitters, gift-givers, and overall support. Isn't this how foster care is designed to work? The parents get
better; their children return to a healthy environment, and the foster family remains in touch for support and love,”

We're happy to share these stories that continue to bring joy to reunited families. In June, a sibling group returned home in less than a year
The first-time foster parents opened their home to teenagers, enjoyed spending time with them, and learmned more about their famiby, And,
just this past month, another DCCH foster family was able to care for a child in need until he could return to his biclogical father

Fostering is flexible! Please reach out to our Team at Info@DCCHCenterorg to learn all the ways foster parents can #ChangeLives!

Recently, a child adopted by one of our foster families wrote a nice mote to our TFC
leader; Ron Bertsch. She was o teen when she was adopted and is now going off to
college. We thought we'd share an excerpt with you!

"Te mye XEH Feruly,

Tlhemk zow for e love and swppord over e gears
T would nol be e persom T om doday widlowl Dl .
XTH s responsble for gving me & fomafz."

Rachel and Tobias Nathe
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School's back in session, which means one of the most important safety nets children have
is back in place - our teachers and school workers! We wondered if the number of suspected
incidences of child abuse were down because children were not in school or other places
people might notice evidence of abuse.

The University of California, Irvine, recently studied suspected and actual cases of child abuse in December 2019 versus December 2020
They reported “cases of suspected child abuse fell, but the severity of actual child abuse cases rose during that time." Fallout from the
pandemic —economic instability, widespread shutdowns, remote school, telecommuting, and quarantines — raised stress levels of family
members and left some children isolated in homes with their abusers.

We thought we'd share the latest stats on "out-of-home-care" for the Commonwealth and our Northern Kentucky Region. Children are
remowved from the home for an array of reasons, incduding parental incarceration, abandonment, abuse, and neglect. Every number
represents a child in need of a safe place to live, food security, people who care, and in many cases, intensive therapy. These are the
things we provide in our Residential Treatment and Therapeutic Foster Care & Adoption programs and through The Therapy Center at DCCHL
Every day we work to heal children and bring families together — and we apprediate your partnership in camying owt owr mission!

Ky Cabinet for Health & Family All Kentuchky
out of Home Placaments a.ns

First Entry to Foster Care All Kentucky

Lerss Than Cne Year 1,882
1To< 3 Years 1,230
3 To < & Years 1,403
& To < 12 Yaars 2348
12 To < 18 Years 2155

Adoption vs Famlly Reunification  All Kentucky NKY

Children w/Goal of adoption® 3,066 4
Chifdren wyGoal of Reumimcation® 4,673% &

* Other goals include placement with relatives. plammed permanent ving,
or the poals hove not bean determifed,

Data as of Aupust 1. 2021
Sourece: Kentucky Cabinet for Health & Family Semaces




Photo credit: 5t Joseph By Manuoe] Farrugia (2019)
Commissioned by Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC consecrationtostjosephaorg

St. Joseph’s Ministry - W Mfwfw

Saint Joseph's Ministry is an outreach initiative offered by DCCH Center for Children and
Families’ Therapeutic Foster Care Program, with support from the Diocese of Covington.
It was created to raise awareness of the many ways the church and faith communities can
support children in Kentucky's public child protection system.

As St Joseph accepted the task of fostering Jesus, we are also called to care for the orphan. As noted in James 1:27, we are called to care
for widows and orphans, This role can come in many forms, Perhaps full-time fostering of a child for a season? Maybe adopting a child
or sibling group and making a lifetime commitment? Nearly one-fourth of the 9,100+ children in foster care will come to need an
adoptive family

5t. Joseph Ministry not only aims to help educate the community about foster care, it also calls the rest of the church to wrap
a loving embrace around the family from vour individual church commumnity who is or will be taking on this difficult calling.
We can do this through prayers and by offering goods and services, A foster/adoptive family from vour church may need help with a
meal during a busy time, or with getting a child to or from school or an activity. They may just need a piece of furniture, new car seat,
or some hand-me down clothes, Maybe an evening off for a respite break or some tutoring for the child that will make the task more

manageable.

DCCH seeks volunteers from each church to become a liaison or an ambassador to assist DCCH with these efforts. We're also looking
for speaking opportunities at local churches. Know that DCCH will try to coordinate the support offered from vour own church. If vou
are interested in helping or learning more about the unique support 5t. Joseph's Ministry offers to youth and foster fadoptive
parents, please email Info@DCCHCenter.org or call 859/331-2040,
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It's what we do at DCCH. Every child who comes to DCCH - hurt, afraid, anary, broken -
has a tiny seed of hope inside. We work hard to nurture that hope and ultimately allow each
child to experience a bountiful harvest of hope for a brighter future.

Here Is LIly’'s Story:

“My name is Lily, and I'm 11 years old. [ just had my birthday last weele. Being 11 doesn't feel that different from being 10, but this
hirthday sure was different here at DCCH. | got presents and a cake with my name on it and everybody sang to me. It was kind of
embarrassing, but really fun.

| came here from my last foster home. | didn't stay there too long because | kept being bad. It's just that | get real mad, and then |
don't listen, and sometimes [ hit peaple and cuss them out. | don't even realize what I'm doing when | feel that way. [ guess that's why
| had to leave that home, just like the ones before them. [ get mad at myself when | can't do what I'm supposed to. | have too many
thoughts abaut things that have happened to me. | get sad and scared.

My caseworker told me | was born on drugs because my mom took them when she was pregnant. | had to stay in the hospital until
they were out. My mom couldn't take care of me, because she went somewhere to try to fix her problems. | stayed with my Aunt Beth
for a while, but then she couldn't keep me anymore, so | went to my first foster family.

When my mom got better, | went to live with her and her boyfriend, |immy. But she started doing drugs again. She and Jimmy would
yell and scream a lot, and | was so scared I'd hide under my bed. Sometimes they left me in the apartment for long times, and there
was no food to eat.

When | was 6, my mom left one day and said she'd be right back, but she wasn't. It got dark and [ was starving, so | wallked to this
restaurant, because sometimes | could find food in their garbage cans. A person who worked there called the paolice and they took me
away, and that's the last time [ lived with my mom.

| went back to my aunt’s house but was mad about everything. | missed my mom, but | was mad at her too. And | was mad at myself. |
thought maybe all her problems were because of me. [ got in trouble at school a lot. | hated reading and couldn’t pay attention to my
teacher. Everything was really hard.

Then my real dad came back and [ went to live with him. But when [ got in trouble at schoaol, he would call me names and hit me.
Sometimes he tied me to my bed. | couldn’t get to the bathroom, so I'd pee myself. That would make him even madder, and he'd hit
me with his belt. When my teacher saw the bruises on my legs and arms, they called my state worleer. That's when | went to the ather
foster homes, and eventually came here,

I like DCCH. You get to have fun and they have good stuff to eat. Sometimes the other kids get on my nerves, but I'm working on not
getting mad. Miss Kelly works in my apartment, and she helps me stay calm and listen. And she helps me at bedtime when | miss my
mom and think about the bad things that have happened. She tucks me in and sings a song to me. Just before she leaves my room, she
always says three things: "Keep trying your best..| know you can do it...] won't give up on you.” Sometimes | say it with her, and we
both laugh.

| know things are going to be better for me now because the people here are helping me. Miss Kelly says 've ‘come a long way’ and |
kenow things will get better for me. They're even looking for a foster family for me and I'm excited about that."

The details of Lily's life are based on actual experiences of many of our kids ot DCCH. Her story is all too real.
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DCCH Finance Director Tlm Lucas Is hanging up his calculator after 18 years, and we
couldn’t let the occasion go by unmarked. Tim has been an integral part of DCCH’s
growth and financial stability for the past two decades, setting the stage for a successiul
capital campaign back in 2009, working with the Board to develop budgets, and
ensuring DCCH will continue to thrive into the future.

Tim is a life-long Morthern Kentucky resident and Mewport Central Catholic High School graduate. After receiving his bachelor's
degree from Northern Kentucky University in 1976, Tim went to work for Gap, Inc., eventually overseeing all their logistics
operations and earning an MBA along the way. In 2001, after 25 years with Gap, Inc, Tim “retired,” but always felt his dream job was
a Business Manager, preferably for a local parish. When he saw DCCH's ad in the Sunday Enquirer in May, 2003, Tim immediately
dusted off his resume, and it was in the mail on Monday. He interviewed that Wednesday and was hired on Thursday! "It was like it
was meant to be,” he says. Tim was already familiar with DCCH through his home parish of St. Joe's Cold Spring and his wife's aunt
was a Sister of Notre Dame working at DCCH., The transition was seamless, and in 2008 Tim added the title of Human Resources
Director to his business card. He has also overseen the management of our campus facilities and grounds, For the past 18 years, Tim
has served the children and families who come to DCCH for compassionate care by ensuring our Programs will always be available
to those in need.

Tim plans to spend his second retirement doing what he loves most: spending time with his four children and seven grandkids,
traveling with his wife Linda, and of course, hitting the golf course as often as possible. He's promised to stay involved with DCCH
through the Swing Into Spring Committee and is open to serving on the Board of Directors.

Flease join all of us in wishing Tim a happy and fulfilling retirement...he’s earned it for sure!

You can honor Tim's retirement with a gift to DCCH! Go to https:/ f'www.dechcenter.org/donate and click on “Dedicate This Gift.”



JOIN US
FOR

TRUNK OR
~  TREAT!

HALO: hefping odf The (ilfle mres

If you are looking for a great way to get involved, the HALD League is a fabulous group of men and
women who attend to the social and emotional needs of the children and staff at DCCH Center for
Children and Families.

This group organizes and attends monthly events with the children in residence at DCCH. In June,
HALD took the children to World of Golf to play putt-putt along with a pizza party. Upcoming
activities include Bowling, Sky Zone, craft nights, Trunk or Treat, and stuffing 5t. Nick Stockings.

We hope you'll join us! Meetings are held the third Monday of each month at 7:00 pm in the DCCH
Welcome Center, If vou would like to get involved, please email Info@DCCHCenter.org or give us a
call at 859/331-2040,

You can also help HALO fund these fun events for the children by registering your Kroger card to
DCCH/HALD. DCCH gets a percentage quarterly from Kroger. Register at KrogerCommunityRe-

wards.com. Use Organization #TA964.

Trunk or Treat | Detober 26, 2021 (Ram date: Qctober 28]

Volunteer Spotlight:
Maggie Lehmkuhl was drawn to DCCH when looking for a way to get involved in the community,

She is an office leasing agent with CBRE and has been volunteering with DCCH now for five vears.
When learning about the kids" stories, she really wanted to make a difference.

Maggie was involved with various area boards, but once she met the kids at DCCH and saw how
they light up with just the smallest bit of attention from someone, she decided to just focus on
volunteering with DCCH. Maggie is a member of the Young Professionals Group, which meets
once a month, conducts fun events, and helps with recreational activities with the children in our
Residential Treatment program.

Spending more time with the kids, Maggie was inspired to become a one-on-one Mentor for a girl
in that program. She spends time with her a couple of times per week and sends her supportive
messages every day.

"Most people don't realize how close DCCH is in our community, so being able to do a small
gesture on a daily basis that brings joy to a child who is healing, makes you feel thankful for what
vou have and really grounds you to what's important in life."

Maggie has volunteered in other aspects as well, helping paint the interior of the residential
building, supporting DCCH's Swing Into Spring fundraiser, and participating in a back-to-school
drive for the kids, We are blessed by Maggie's dedication to our mission and for all the time,
energy, and enthusiasm she brings to our children every day.

Maggie Lehmlmhl and fiance Alex Welch
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Independent Living Program

Fidk whoi harueifig hope

Our Independent Living Program (ILP) is the
largest it has ever been. We are now serving five
young adults, ages 18-21. Two will be graduating
from the program in less than a year on their 21st
birthdays.

==

I

Our clients are hard working and are showing their resilience in finding
work and services during the chaos of the pandemic, DCCH's ILF serves
voung adults who have aged out of the foster care system. We provide
housing, financial support, and help each individual develop an education
plan, career plan, and budget while helping them implement coping skills,
leading to a successful transition to independence,

BOYOU
We are always looking for rental property we can aceess to house these KNOW A
brave young adults. If you are aware of properties that DCCH can rent, RENTAL WE
please let us know at Info@DCCHCenter.org CAM

ACCESS?

Have you seen our hew Marquee?

Thanks to a very generous anonymous donation, we have a new, beautiful, dynamic marquee! We're excited to be able to increase our
visibility in the community as well as provide multiple messages each day to keep everyvone up-to-date on what's happening at DCCH.
Come by and check us out!

DCCH CENTER

B jor Children and Familias




DCCH Thanks Our Local Foundations!

Thonk gt ol ferdn

Anonymous

Friedlander Family Fund
Kosalr Charities

5t. Timothy Parish, Florence
[Grants received between 5/15 and 7/30/21)

Stay Connected to Us! fwin & ©

There is always something good happening at DCCH! Whether it's a fun event, the latest adoption, or a child’s success story, you can
stay connected to it all. Check us out on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn; sign up for our "Good Mews" e-blast and The Voice
Mewsletter; or watch a video on our YouTube page. Like, follow, and share our stories. https:/ /decheenter.org/ stayconnected

Facebook: www.faceboolocom/dechoenter

Instagram: www.instagram.com/decheenter/

Twitter: hitps:/ /twitter.com/dechecenter

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/decheenter

“Good Mews" E-Blast/The Voice Newsletter: www.deocheenter.org/news/email-signup
Featured videos: Search DCCH Center on www.YouTube.com
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amazon:ile |

[

|
| | |
You shop. Amazon gives.

. I}/l A portion of your purchases can be donated to DCCH Center, |

[ | || Please visit -le.comezoncon and search for
Diocesan Catholic Children’s Home.

L Get Started Today!
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